
memh('.' Willialll A, Hum have a p:ood word for him 
as a lIei~hhOl'. friend. and substantial, prospe.'ous citi
Zl'II. The way he came to have a middle nllme is a 
little out of the usual ()J'der, When Dunkum & Co. 
had a stOl"e at DUlllllore, William Gum was a liberal 
dealer, There was auothOl' William GUlli frollJ the 
vicinity of G.'eenbank, aud the me.'chant to note the 
diffe.'ence and not get theil' accounts mixed, called thE.' 
olle from Back Mountain "William Alleghany" 011 his 
books, In settling he had M.' Gum to sign hit'l name 
William A, Gum, From that circumstance he always 
thus signed his name in business affairs and in corres
pondence, and so got his middle name Alle~hany long 
after he became a g.'own person, In studying the 
origin of names, it is interesting to find tpat a large 
number of names have originated from where persons 
happened to live, 

Forty-nine years ago, in August, the writer spent au 
hour or two at his newly made home ill the woods, and 
ever since there has been a beautiful pictmc in his 
mind of a truly contented man with his home and Slll'

roundings, endowed with the power of making himself 
and all around him pleasant and cheerful. 

JACOB GUM. 

The second group of the Gum relationship are the 
descendants of Jacob Gum, who callie from what is 
now Crabbottom, in Highland County, soon after the 
war of 1812. Upon his marriage with Martha Houchin 
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he settled neal' Greenbank, on land now owned by C. 
A. LightIlel'. A part of his wife's patrimony were two 
colored girls, Delph and Daphne, and in their time 
colored people were curiosities in this region. Upon 
moving he settled on the place now held by Joseph 
Beard . 

.Mr and Ml's Gum Wel'e the p:l.I'ents of seven sons 
and fonr daughters. . Tha girls weI'e Mary, M,wgal'et, 
Nancy, and Nellie. 

M.ary m31'1'ied Randolph Powhatan Bouldin, a jolll'
neyman. shomnaker. 

N aucy married William Sutton, and lived on prop
erty lately occupied by Craig ~shford. Her children 
were Robert, George, Sherman, Eldridge, Anna, now 
Mrs Craig Ashfol'd; Magnolia, nnd Mary. 

Margaret Gum married Charles Mace and went to 
Missouri. 

Nellie was a lifelong invalid. 
William M. GUill married Sallie Tallman, and lived 

on Deer Creek. His children were George, Franklin, 
Samuel, Milton, Let!, Marthn Jane, now Mrs W. J. 
Wooddell, of Addison; Caroline, who became Mrs La
fayette Burner; Ella, now Mrs Brown Trainer; Rebec
ca, now Mrs Lee Burnel'; Marietta, now Mrs Enos 
Tallman; and Nancy, who died at the age of four years. 

McBride Jackson Gum mal'ried Eliza Thomas, of 
Harrisonburg, Va., and spent much of his married 
life on Clover Cl'eek. His family consisted of four 
sons and two danghters: BrowJl, William, Filmore, 
Woods, Agnes, and Caroline. McBride J. Gnm was 
a gallant Confederate soldier, and served most of his 
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time in Captain .J. W. MarHhall's company. 
Jacob Gum, Juniol', married Virginia Burke, and 

lJli~rated to Ohio. 
Charl('s GUill ma .. ried Jane Hartman and mig .. ated 

to Ohio. He was a blackslIlith by occupation. 
Gatewood Gum went to Ohio when a young single 

lIIan and settled there. 
Robert N. GUlli married Anna Riley and resides 011 

the old Cooper fa .. m, two miles east of Greenbauk. 
His sons are William, John, and Joseph. The daugh
ters are Elizabeth, who became Mrs Ha .... y Burner and 
went to Wyoming; Mrs Auna Cooper, and Blanche. 

Robert N. Gum was a brave Confederate soldier in 
the 31st Virginia Infant~y. 011 account of his eoo)· 
ness and self possession undl3r fire he was frequentl~· 

selected for ambulance service on the Hold in caring 
for the wounded. To be efficient fo.. such a sel'vice 
requires more than ordinary nerve, and he was found 
to be well qualified for it. In times of peace he has 
become well known as a miller, and is now managing 
tbe Hevener Mill, on tile Nortll Branch of Deer Creek. 

Jolln E. Gum man'ied Harriet Hudson, and lives on 
a section of the Bible place, two mile's fl'om Green
bank. He was a Confederate soldier in tile 18th Vir
ginia Caval .. y, under Colonel W. L. Jackson, and act
ed well his part amid the sufferings and privations that 
soldiers had to endure on the outposts during tile war. 

From J. E. Gum tile writer derived valuable aid fer 
this sketch, as we sat on our horses one warm J nly 
morning, after a casual meeting in the public road. 

The Pocallontas groups of the Gum l'clatiollship 
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trace their Ilncestr~' to the Highland families of that 
name. These Highland families have fOl' their pr.,
genitors pioneers who are believed to be from westt'l'l\ 
Maryland, and among the earliel' settlers of Pendleton. 
possibly antedating the Revolution. 

HENRY HARPER. 

Among the pel'sons whose industry, economical hab
its, aud wise management of diversified useful indus
tries did much for the development of our county, tlw 
name of Henry Harpe, Senior, is richly deserving or 
respe..ctful notice. He was a native of Pendleton Cbun.
ty, a son of Nicholas Harper, a native of Germany, 
who lived on the South Branch. Henry Harper's wifl' 
was Elizabeth Lightner, daughter of William Lightner. 
Senior, on Back Creek. For a few years after his 
marriage he lived on the Branch. About 1812, Nich
olas Harper bought two hUIldred acres from Abram 
Duffield and Colonel John Baxtel', on Knapps Creek, 
and on tl)is purchase Henry settled. 

The young settlers fl'om Pendleton County found tl 

few acres of cleared land. The thickets of thorn l\lld 

crab apple and wild plums wel'e almost impelletrabh~. 

The sheep, pigs, and calves had to be pellned by the 
house to protect them from wolves and bears. By pa
tient alId persistent effort land was cleared and a home 
reared. 

At his suggestion, William ("ivey, of Anthony,; 
Oreek, sunk a tan yard. Then !I'll- HarpCl' established 
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